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The i Correspondent of The Times, 
writing on the 16th August, sayg:— == = 
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| the population affected become | trade consisting of a few rude and simple 
' absolute’ b. ; their life or death is the|instrameuts costing a mere trifle. It is 
‘mere sport of circumstances. ou this class that the pinch of poverty 
The laud laws are by uo means unfavour-| first falls in bad years. e holdings are 
able to the distribution of wealth. Indeed,| 1% size just anflicient to afford a bare suste- | 
| theorists who are fond of advocating the land 


ea 


“ 


ae 


Whatever is grown is t comes from almost ever; peerines See 
market » writing in March of year on 


uote from 


' 
- 


eet 


ity of 
| source, 


selling, and large tracts are not unfrequently | 
deserted altogether and left waste. — | 
There is every reason to believe that this 
country has fallen off euormously in wealth 
and population during the last 50 years. The 
last complete census of the Empire was taken - Itiply 
in 1812, and the return then gave a total of authorities indefinitely. If the revenue free at 
860 millions, which is the figure at which the! the disposal of the Pekin Government—that is 
population ever sence has been popularly, to say, after deducting the necessary sums for 
supposed to stand. We know, however, carrying on the provincial Governments—was 
that since that time half of the provinces angen | estimated in 1812 as being about 
“were the scene of an interuecine civil war, £12,000,000, the sums now derived from the: 
whieh raged for some 10 years, and which same sources do not probably exceed two or 
was eétimated to have caused the deaths of three millions sterling. : 
| from 20 to 30 millions, and the border luckily for the Pekin Government, other 
provinces of Yunnan aud Kweichow have sources of revenue have been opened up, 
been all but devastated by the Mahomedan re- which in a measure & for the 
bellion, not to speak of minor wars and deaths | falling off of the normal branches. Of these 
from famine in other parts. Taking all these the principal is the Maritime Customs Revenue, 
things into consideration, and allowing for. ‘ook which now amounts ‘to upwards of £4,000,000 
| gible increase in some places, foreigners _ sterling. It is surprising that the rapid pro- 
| able to judge have been of opinion that the total gress which this branch has made, and is still 
of 860 millions was very much over the mark, making, should not have suggested to the 
and that from 250 to 800 millions would be Chinese officials the trae remedy for the pre- 
nearer it. ‘This opinion has been more than sent unfortunate state of affairs. All the 
corroborated by the publication of a census of | advance which the country has lately made in 
one of the provinces which has ately appeared wealth and prosperity-has been in connexion with 
in the Peking Gasette. By the lettey of the law, foreign trade. The tea and silk district have 


fe prety proyjucé ought to make an aunual return been large gainers, and, apart from the hoards 
1 


its population, but in consequence of the dis- in the families of retired officials, nearly all 
organization caused by the Tons rebellion, the capitalin the country is in the hands of 
this seems, like maguy -other things, to have the merchants, bankers, and middlemen en- 
fallen into desuetude. Only one province so gaged in foreign commerce. But’ of all the 
far, has resumed the practice—viz., wore: numerous memorials that have been presented 
In 1812 this province stood for 26,256,000, | to the Throne on this subject not one has hit 
aud it is now reported as containing only | the real cause. They abound in complaints of 
11,570,000 inhabitants. Chinese returns are not, | pecalation on the part of some officials and 
of course, very reliable, but they may be taken iu | of extra on the part of others, and think 
default of better evideuce as approximately cor- : that, that Solas remedied, all will be well. It 
rect. At all events, taking the two returns as does not occur to them that by p ing the 
of equal value, it appears that the popula- | freeinterchange sdssinaendttiatichenentiiitoest 
tion of this province has fallen off nearly 60} parts of the Empire, whereby the producer 
per cent. Now, Chekiang certainly suffered|| could get a better price for his uce and 
severely during the Taeping rebellion, but not| the consumer be able to supply his wants cheap- 
| more eo than several other provinces, and,/ er, somethi ight be . Bat in their 
| moreover, it isa very fertile province and the} necessities, she Government adopted -a scheme 
centre of the silk industry, so that the popula-| which perhaps, the very worst they could 
tion might be expected to fill up by immi-} have tried and the most effectual in arresting 
eo more rapidly than in other places.| the development of at time when 
f, therefore, notwithstanding all these ad-| improvement was most n —viz., the im- 
vantages, the population in this one pro-} position of the inland-tax on all goods, 
vince has decreased by..15 millions, it is without exception, passing from one mark- 
not unreasonable to suppose that the/ et to another, known as the likin. This 
falling off over the whole eight or ten which} produces a revenue of, roughly speaking, 
are known to have suffered is at least 100/ £2.000,000, but at all hazards it miust be 
millions, and that the present population of| abolished before any real can be made. 
China does uot exceed 250,000,000. ‘The re-| If that were done and fw facilities were 
tarng/of land-tax payable are further confirma-| provided, such as the improvement. of high- 
tory. of this conclusion. In 1812, the land-} ways, ing of canals, and to 
tax payable in Chekiang was 5,856,000 tacls, 
now it stands at only 2,120,000 taels, and in a) of course, of the introduction of railways, a 


use steam on inland waters, not to speak, |. 


governor declares that the actual collection —— 
falls far short of even this sum. The same com- 


meniorial, dated May of the present year, the! brighter era would soon dawn. 


~ 


The 2 a Courier, 


‘7 . ‘THE DEOAY OF CHINA. 


We referred cursorily a few days since to 

_ | letter of August 16th in the London Times} 
from its Shanghai correspondent on the “ Decay 
of China.” We do not know officially who the 


correspondent. is, or with what authority he 
writes, but the = of his letter is so seri- 


ous, and it providesgo much food for thought, 
that it deserves a fuller consideration. It has 


been rather the fashion of late for writers in 


English journals to express some apprehension 


} 


Of the results of the expansion of the popula- 
tion of China, ‘They have affected to believe | 


that this great country was over-populated ; 


tions, were likely in the immediate, future to 
overrun both America and Australia, and pos- 

sibly ere long to invade Europe itself. Pictures 
have been drawn of the evils that might be ex" 

pected when the Chinese began to realise their 
strength and with a civilised military system 
set forth to extend their limits, and stat esmen 
have been warned that it would be woll to take 


account of them as a probable factor in European 


as well as in Asiatic politics. The rapid increase 


ofan already excessive population, and the 


necessity for that population to find new 
homes, have never been doubted, until the 


Times correspondent has come forward with a 


| letter dispelling all these apprehensions by the 


statement that the ‘empire has actually lost 
within the last seventy years nearly thirty per 
cent of its population. 

The last complete census of the Empire, ac- 
cording to the correspondent, was taken in 
1812, and then gave the total of the population 
at.360 millions. 


at home have been in the habit of stimulating 


their subscribers, by pointing to that as the | 


nutaber of heathens in this one country who 
their offerings were to bring from darkness‘to 


‘light: There has been no complete census since 


1812, but there has been a rebellion which 
devastated more than half the provinces and 
swept off from 20 80 millions. The 
-Mahommedan rebellion in Yunnan and 
'Kweichow was only put 
an enormous logs of life; the great famine in 
Shansi caused a very considerable diminution of 
the population, and every year nearly we have 
had news of smaller famines and floods car- 
rying off their victims by thousands. But 
Ohinamen marry early, and their families as a 
rule are up to the highest average of civilised 
nations, so that a considerable portion of the 


China, 
that its people were seeking outlets in all direc- | 


Western statisticians have 
"generally been accustomed to call it in round 
-pumbers 400 millions, and missionary societies 


| measure to the Viceroys in 
century having achieved more independence 


down - after | 


l 


“above-mentioned ought to have been 
vered by natural increase. The reported | 
bere of the census of 1812 mast then have 
been incorrect, if it be true that the present 
population of the eighteen provinces is not 


much above 250,000,000.- That the falling | 


off has been verylarge is shewn by the fact 
‘that the recently-taken census of Chekiang 
gives the total of that province at 11,670,000 
against 26,256,000 in 1812. Chekiang suffer- 
ed severely in the rebellion, but it is a very 
fertile province, produces a large quantity of 
Green Tea, and is a centre of the silk industry, 
so that much of its losses ought to have been 
repaired by immigration; but if it may 
be taken asa fair sample of the 
empire, the correspondent is justified 
in his opinion of *the general decay of 
Those of us who have travelled much 
along the watercourses in this and the adjoin- 
ing province, must have often noticed how the 

population has disappeared along the banks of 
the canals. At one time the grand canal and 
the larger branches of it must have been lined 
continuously with houses, for the sportsman 
walks for miles over the ruins of houses and 
temples where now there are only scattered 
villages. The land-tax payable in Chekiang 
in 1812 amounted to Tis. 5,866,500, while its 
present total is only Tis. 2,120,000, and in a 
memorial dated last May, the Governor 
declares that the actual collection is consider- 
ably less than this latter estimate. Aoccording 
to the memorials published constantly in the 


Peking Gazette, the falling-off is general all | 
over China. No Governor apparently ever 


sends his report to the capital without some 


complaint of the diminution in the yield and | 


the difficulty he-has had in collecting the tax. 
We know that owing. to this in part, the Court 
of China is anything but a rich one, and the 
Imperial finances are so straitened that 


foreigners are able to supply themselves with 


curios that the actual poverty of subordinate 
members of the Imperial family at ‘Peking 
compels them to sell. This may be due in a 
the past half- 


than they dared to display early in the century, 
and keeping back much of what they ought to 
contribute to the support of the Court ; but it 
is doubtless also due to the falling-off in the 
provincial levies. In 1612 the total amount 
sent up by thie provincial authorities to Peking 
was about £12,000,000 sterling; it is now- little 


a 


more than £2,000,000, so that the Court of 


this great empire would be actually unable to 


pay its way, were it not for the certain contri- 


bution from the foreign Customs. 

The conclusions of the cortespondent,if they 
are correct, are decidedly reassuring to those 
who have feared in S| an influx 
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